Term 3 — Newsletter
2018/2019
A message from the Head So…..Christmas came and went like a flash and now here we are,
almost at the end of Term 3 and fast approaching Easter.
Students are still doing amazingly well and I am super proud of the
attendance figures this term, as you will see on Page 3. This is
testament to the hard work, effort and support that our staff put in
with the students because it proves that the students do actually
want to be at school and learning!!
Our Mental Health afternoon was extremely successful and was
enjoyed by students and staff alike. I would personally like to
thank Sal Mansfield our SENDCo for organising the afternoon as
well as staff across both campuses for supporting the students in
their chosen activities. I understand that the dog walking was a
particular favourite.

Make sure you have a look
and follow us!
There are lots more photographs and details of our students achievements on our
website, where there is also a link to our
twitter account and
school blog.

NUT-FREE SCHOOL
If your child brings in a packed lunch—
please ensure that there are no food
items containing nuts in it. We are a
strict NO NUTS school due to the risks
posed to both staff and students who
have severe NUT allergies. Thank you

Have a lovely break and I look forward to seeing all the students
all refreshed at the start of Term 4.
Thank you
Tania Craig—Executive Headteacher

Dates for your diary!

End of Term 3—
Christmas Lunches 2018
Our Christmas lunches this year were held on Tuesday
18th December for both Primary and Secondary
students, staff and Governors.
Feedback on the lunches was
extremely positive and we’d like to
thank both Ali & Cath in the kitchen
for cooking us all a fabulous meal.

Friday 15th February
2019
Start of Term 4—
Monday 25th February
2019

Primary students
dog-walking as part of
Mental Health awareness
week.

We received the following email from one of our carers in regard to
the workshop on Mental Health afternoon!
I attended the Mental Health Workshop organised by New Horizons Centre which took place at their Mulberry
Drive campus on Thursday, 7th February. I am an experienced foster carer and with my wife, have looked after
young people in care over the past forty years. I welcomed the opportunity to attend the workshop as the mental
wellbeing of the young people we care for can have a significant effect on their behaviour and I was keen to learn
more.
Sal Mansfield, who facilitated the workshop, opened up the first session by addressing what we understood to be
meant by mental health. She invited thoughts on the subject from attendees and this led to some interesting discussions. Sal made clear that mental health problems may arise from a number of issues. Nature plays a part and
there may be genetic reasons for such problems. Another reason may be down to the degree of care that young
people have experienced in their early years. Significant events which impact on young people’s lives such as
bereavement, divorce, illness, etc may also affect young people’s mental development.
This session has made me more aware of possible reasons behind the behaviour I have experienced from the
young people I care for. I would like to think this will help me in my role as a foster carer. If you were unable to
attend this session, I would strongly recommend that you try to attend any further sessions that may be arranged
by the school.

As part of Year 5’s topic on Inventors; the students
visited the SS Great Britain and the
Clifton Suspension Bridge to see the work of
Isambard Kingdom Brunel. They had a brilliant time
and asked some great questions to the tour guides
Eddie & Anita who were extremely helpful
and gave them lots of information to help with their
topic work in class.

Pupils in years 4, 5, 6, 8 & 10 are taking part in a survey being
conducted on behalf of South Gloucestershire Council, through
the Health in Schools Programme.
It provides an opportunity for pupils to voice their opinions on
different health and wellbeing themes and have some influence in
the future provision of health and wellbeing resources.
Our school will get feedback on our pupils’ school experience and
useful information for future Ofsted inspections.
The survey is completely anonymous and will run to the end of
next term. We look forward to sharing the information with
parents/carers later in the year when the data has been ana-

Meet the Governors!
We are hoping that with each newsletter, we can add a section introducing our Governors
so that they will be more familiar to you if /when you see them around school.
In this edition of the newsletter, we would like to introduce you to…..
Donna Portingale

Donna has worked in education for 20 years and is experienced in supporting students in
alternative education. She has worked as a learning support assistant in a pupil referral unit,
and from there, went on to employment at Connexions West, where she studied for her
learning Development and Support qualification and qualified as a career’s advisor for
Connexions.
She has set up two businesses supporting young people with planning their next steps and is
passionate about giving all young people the information and support they need to succeed.
Donna has been the careers advisor at New Horizons Learning Centre for the past two years
and is enjoying getting to know the students.
As a Mother and Grandmother having four children and 7 Grandchildren herself, Donna has
an insight and understanding of the need for some young people to be given the opportunity
to succeed and learn in a way that suits them as individuals.

Year 7 (Connor, Ben, Kody, Junior) social
skills / team building to solve puzzles in
tutor time.

Ben making
some slime!!

Playing
chess in
Year 7—
Relationship
Building.

Connor & Ben in Year 7 working
together to build relationships.

And we have……..
Kody on the drums, Connor on the keyboard and
Ben on what looks like a
tambourine!
Year 7 in Music with Dan

Attendance Stars
We have an AMAZING 9 superstars with 100% attendance across
the whole of Term 3— Those students are:Leon—Year 3
Austin, Harrison, Connor &
Deacon —Year 5
Liam—Year 6
Ricardo & Oliver—Year 9
Remiese—Year 10

The following students

achieved over 95% attendance for Term 3:
Mason & Kermarni—Year 4
Max —Year 5
Anthony & Lexi - Year 6

Isaac - Year 9
Bradley—Year 10
Michael - Year 11
**Well Done all of you - You will each receive 20 Vivo’s from the
Governors in recognition of your good attendance!!**

Here are some photos of some of the MDC
students at an Urban Arts Project run by
Impact Mentoring.

Kody, Tyler & Bradley
showing their creative side
and completing their
masterpiece! Well done
boys!! This looks awesome!

