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Dear Parents and Carers,  

I hope this letter finds you and your family in good health. Before I begin to explain initial 
plans outlined by the Government just over a week ago, I would just like to thank everyone 
for their support and generosity during these most uncertain of times. Unfortunately, we have 
been dealing with several DFE and Local Authority ‘updates’ which has meant we have been 
unable to communicate our plans until today.  

In an ideal world, I would be in daily contact with everyone but as the ‘updates’ have come 
‘thick and fast’ I wanted to make sure what was communicated was accurate and unlikely to 
change (although Boris has said he’ll update everyone on the status of schools opening on 
the 28th May!).  

Since the announcement of the government’s possible phased re-opening of schools from 
1st June, we have been working on our plan to be able to open the school to more pupils. 
Pupil and staff safety have remained the primary concern at all times during the planning 
process. In order to ensure everyone is safe in school, the site and class rooms will look very 
different to how the children will have left them in March.  

We want to make sure we re-open safely and slowly. Government guidelines have asked all 
schools to prioritise Key Worker children first and then have asked for the youngest children 
to be prioritised after this. In accordance with how the Key Worker children have been 
accommodated throughout this time, they will be attending on the days their parents need 
childcare to be provided for them.  

 Due to the social distancing guidance of remaining 2 metres apart, we have assessed that 
many of our classrooms will only be able to accommodate a maximum of 3 children- these 
will be known as groups or ‘bubbles’. The children and staff have to remain in their bubbles 
and are not allowed to mix. We have tried to ensure that all returning children will be with a 
familiar adult, though we cannot guarantee that this will be their teacher.  

Some children will not be taught in their usual classroom - other classrooms have been 
adapted as well as areas like the hall and library which will also need to be used. We will 
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circulate photos and videos of what the learning environment will look like and it would be 
good if you can go through these with your children to familiarise them with what they can 
expect if and when they return.  

Please be aware this is not going to look like their normal classroom. We have been advised 
to remove all soft furnishings, soft toys and small parts. 

All children will be sat at their individual desks, by themselves, when in the classroom.  

Equipment  

Equipment is not allowed to be shared therefore the children will be given their own pack of 
equipment (if the children have pencil cases they’d like to bring in then they are welcomed to 
do so but they must stay in school on their desks and not be shared with anyone). The only 
items to be brought in from home are packed lunches, a coat if it rains and two drinks 
bottles.  

Drinks bottles will be kept on their own desk. Children will be expected to enter the school 
building and wash their hands immediately, as well as regularly throughout the day. Each 
group or ‘bubble’ will have one toilet cubicle that will be used by that group throughout the 
day.  

 

Organisation of children  

We are open for the keyworker children every day, which will be one mixed age group. Other 
groups ‘bubbles’ will be established based on age / Key Stage groups. We want them to feel 
comfortable about being back in school. One of the ways we are doing this is by making sure 
every child has an adult with them in their group who they already know, trust and have a 
relationship with. This is absolutely crucial to us as we understand many children will be 
anxious and worried about returning which is why it is imperative they are taught by an adult 
who already knows and understands them.  

Children will still be asked to socially distance when outside and therefore will be 
encouraged to keep their 2 metre distance. Groups or ‘bubbles’ will not be able to mix or 
socialise. Your child may fall into two categories i.e. Key Stage 3 and Keyworker. The 
children are not allowed to switch groups or bubbles.  

If you decide to send your child in and they become distressed or anxious then you can 
choose to keep them at home if you wish (we will also make contact if your child becomes 
distressed during the day and cannot be comforted). For all our staff, this will prove to be the 
hardest part of re-opening as all adults will be instructed to keep 2m from their groups or 
‘bubbles’ and will not be able to comfort pupils through their usual approach e.g arm on 
shoulder etc…  

Keyworkers  

Keyworkers will continue to be offered the package of support they currently have for their 
child.  

Parents  

Parents are not to enter the school site and must adhere to social distancing measures at all 
times in the vicinity. If you normally drive your child to school, you will need to park at the far 



end of the drive, by the main gates. A member of staff will greet children at the gate and 
direct them to enter classrooms through reception area.  

If you need to communicate with teachers or office staff, this should be via telephone or 
email. 

 Frequently asked questions  

Do I have to send my child to school?  

No. The government have stated that no fines will be issued during this period if parents 
choose to keep their children at home.  

Do I need to wear uniform?  

Yes. Clothes should be washed daily (on a high temperature) and new clothes changed into 
when you get home. Coats will be kept in the classroom on the backs of chairs. We 
understand many will have grown out of their school clothes or shoes so please feel free to 
wear alternatives or trainers.  

What happens at lunchtime?  

Children must bring in a packed lunch. The children will remain in their classrooms to eat 
and stay in their bubbles throughout all breaktimes/playtimes. When children are outside 
they will not be able to access most of the playground equipment as all equipment needs to 
be cleaned before others use it.  As you can imagine, many team games will be impossible 
to play at a social distance where sharing equipment e.g football as a game is not allowed. 
Unfortunately, playtimes under the current circumstances will be times to be outdoors rather 
than times children can enjoy playing together in a traditional manner.  

What if someone in the ‘bubble’ shows symptoms of Covid-19?  

If a child (or staff member) becomes ill, they will be taken to a separate room and kept in 
isolation. They will remain under adult supervision who will be in full PPE. If they need to use 
the bathroom they will use a separate bathroom. Both rooms will need to be deep-cleaned. 
All children and staff in that bubble will be sent home and told to self-isolate, book a test 
(aged 5 and above) and wait for the results. If results are negative, they can return, if they 
are positive then the government’s isolation procedure should be followed.  

What will the children do during the day?  

We are prioritising the mental health and wellbeing of our pupils and plan activities 
accordingly. We will be following the ‘Recovery model’ suggested by the local authority. We 
will spend as much time learning outside as the weather allows. 

Will they do PE?  

The children will have active sessions each day though this will not be like their usual PE 
lessons. The children will remain in the same clothes, they will not get changed and will not 
need a separate PE kit.  

What if my child needs first aid?  

If your child falls over, an adult in PPE will deliver first aid to your child.  

Will my child still receive home learning activities?  



Due to the reduced capacity of staff, home learning will not be the same as it has been. We 
will be using most of the teachers in school over the week to work with the children that we 
have in school. Home learning is still important for those not attending and we will do our 
very best to support learners at home. Our teachers work incredibly hard and will find a way 
to ensure home learning still takes place and is conducive to your child’s education.  

What if my child is vulnerable or lives with a vulnerable person in the household?  

If you feel that your safety would be compromised by sending your child to school, then 
please stay at home.  

As you can see, for the safety of the whole school community we have had to make some 
drastic decisions and changes. It is with a heavy heart that I write this letter – this is not the 
place that I would ever want for the children and staff at NHLC, but is how it has to be for 
now in order to keep everyone safe.  

I will endeavour to provide pictures and videos so you can show your children in order to 
help them prepare for what school will look like if they return.  

Take great care everyone and thank you once again for your unwavering support 
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Tania Craig 

Executive Headteacher 


